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Analysis of Invictus By William Ernest Henley
Invictus is an inspirational poem that was done by William Henley at the time that he was undergoing treatment for tuberculosis. The poem seeks to show the courage that the author possesses in the face of death and also keeping dignity despite all the hardships of life (Henley, 2015). The author is thankful to his unconquerable soul due to the fact that he believes that he will get through the tribulations that he is facing. The gods have given him a soul that does not give up and because of this, he is thankful to them. 
The use of the words circumstance and chance are important in the poem. This is because the author is able to elaborate that he had not allowed himself to become a victim of the situation that has transpired in his life. The circumstance relates to the conditions that he is suffering from (Henley, 2015). The chance is also important in making us understand the fact that despite the physical scars that he has acquired, he has not yet bowed down. This shows the opportunity or slim chance that he has had and the resolve in him. 
The menace of the years that the narrator is not afraid of refers to the pain and suffering that he is set to undergo as a result of the condition that he is in and even the reality of death (Henley, 2015). He is not afraid of this and will keep on remaining fearless. The author believes that there is more of the pain and suffering to come in the future years and thus has prepared himself to not give up but remain fearless all the time. The menace will take a toll on him but he is committed to fight till the end.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The overall message of the author is that we should not be afraid of the challenges that we face in life but rather face them on. The author encourages people to be fearless at all times and to have a spirit of resilience in the face of trials and tribulations. Though the author admits the pain and suffering is too much, he believes that we should have an unconquerable soul that will be able to fight the troubles of life. The future is not that good but we should prepare ourselves to fight even more.
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